about him in various Ottoman archives, would be more trouble that worth for the purpose of this chapter, because of a language barrier, among other things. More importantly, it is known that the archive from Salih's time as administrator of Ahı Çelebi was destroyed during the Balkan Wars of [1912] [1913] . While the construction of Pomak histories may be difficult, however, it is not impossible. This chapter sets out to (re-)claim Salih Ağa and his legacy as a Pomak heritage.
I develop the story on the basis of surviving archival evidence as well as abundant oral stories and legends about Salih. Because of the incompleteness of the existing sources, however-at least in the sense that they recount episodic stories about Salih, rather than provide any comprehensive account of his life-my goal is far from any kind of biography of the governor. Instead, I attempt to reveal him the way he has survived in local memory by piecing together the available information. Because Salih lived and ruled in turbulent times, his-in many ways-conventional achievements stand out as a staggering feat of moral integrity, justice, and pursuit of order.
Finding Salih Ağa
Salih Ağa is a fascinating character to study. But the governor particularly matters within the discourse of Pomak heritage because-as my friend Ivan Terziev once said-his positive legacy of equitable treatment of Muslims and Christians in Ahı Çelebi could be a potent "unifying factor" of the Rhodopean communities of both faiths today. The combination of Salih's fascinating presence in the indigenous folklore and the rather limited surviving records about him make this relatively obscure Ottoman governor an extremely desirable, but equally challenging candidate for study.
Although I was born in the Western Rhodopes not far from the place where Salih lived and ruled, I had never heard about him before the summer of 2007 when I delved into the region's history. Salih Ağa became the forgotten governor of Ahı Çelebi for two correlated reasons: (1) After the country gained independence from Ottoman rule, Bulgaria's national historiography associated him with the former "Turkish oppressors," and, consequently, (2) the official memory chose to ignore Salih's legacy. The Rhodopean community today remembers little beyond the name Salih, which is frequently mentioned in vernacular references to prominent local sites, such as "The Gorge of Salih Ağa" (presently, the Waterfall of Smolyan) and "The Konak of Salih Ağa."
The place I encountered Salih Ağa's name is Smolyan, a city of about forty thousand inhabitants today, formerly known as Paşmaklı. For almost a
